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Emperor Nicholas at that time desired our good under-
standing with Austria. A year or two later, when, at the
time of the Crimean war, there was a question of my ap-
pointment to Vienna, the relations between her and her
brother found expression in the words: she hoped I was
coming to Vienna ' and would irritate Charles into a bil-
ious fever/ Frau von Meyendorff was, as her husband's
wife, a patriotic Russian; and even without this, simply
from her personal feeling, she would not have approved
of the hostile and ungrateful policy to which Count Buol
had committed Austria.

The third generation, that of the young men, showed
for the most part in its social demeanour less courtesy,
occasionally bad manners and as a rule stronger antipathy
towards German and especially Prussian elements, than
the two elder generations. If any one ignorant of Rus-
sian addressed them in German, they were inclined to
disclaim a knowledge of the language and to answer un-
civilly, or not at all; and as regards civilians, to fall below
the measure of courtesy which they observed in uniform-
or order-wearing circles. It was a judicious regulation of
the police that the servants of the representatives of for-
eign governments should be distinguished by lace, and the
dress of the chasseur in livery reserved for the diplomatic
service. Those who belonged to the diplomatic body
would otherwise, not being accustomed to wear uniforms
or orders in the street, have been exposed, both from the
police and from members of the higher society, to the
same unpleasantness and the resulting altercations which
a civilian without an order, and who was not known as an
eminent man, might easily experience in the traffic of the
streets and on the steamboats.
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